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We are off to another great school year at Vineyards Elementary School! Our              

instructional time is flying by as students are engaged in meaningful learning              

opportunities in their classrooms. It is a joy to spend time with students and teachers in 

classrooms observing and experiencing the teaching and learning that is occurring!  

Our School Advisory Council (SAC) and Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) are off to a 

great start. Thank you to all involved! As we continue to work together with students, 

staff, parents and the community, we are excited about ensuring great outcomes for our 

children. 

Students have been consistently demonstrating our PBS school-wide expectations in all 

areas of the campus and even on the school bus. Way to go! We value strong student 

attendance, and being in class every day on time is essential for your child to make the 

most progress he or she can this year. Please be reminded that our CCPS Code of   

Student Conduct is available at http://www.collierschools.com/Page/4903 and our VES 

Student Handbook is on our school website at www.collierschools.net/ves. We           

appreciate your partnership, commitment and adherence to the school policies and  

procedures.  

In addition to communicating with you via your child’s weekly folder and our school   

website, you can connect with us by following Vineyards Elementary on Twitter and    

liking our Vineyards Elementary School page on Facebook. Please tag us in any       

pictures you may have taken while at school events! 

Mrs. Smith and Dr. Fuller 

We look forward to continuing to  

develop our students into “Lifetime 

Learners on the Path to Success”! 

http://www.collierschools.com/Page/4903
http://www.collierschools.net/ves


Kindergarten 

The Kindergarten students have learned so much already this quarter.  The first few weeks we 

were learning the new school rules and class routines, and are now working more independently 

in our classrooms during center and workshop time.  We are learning all the letters and sounds  

associated with them, and have begun to put them together to read and write words.  We are 

learning to write simple complete sentences using capital letters, spacing, neat writing, and    

punctuation.  By the end of the school year, the expectation is for kindergarten students to read   

35-50 sight words, so please continue to read nightly with your child at home.  In math we are 

learning to write and represent numbers to 10, how to compare numbers and lengths.  We also 

learned about the five senses and how we use them to explore things around us. 

CLASSROOM CORNER 

Pre- K  



First Grade 

The Beginning of First Grade is in Motion 

First Graders had a lot of fun this first quarter in science.  They learned all about force and motion 
with lots of hands on activities. We studied about pushes and pulls and how we use them daily to 
move ourselves and objects around us. Students even went on the playground to practice and      
investigate which forces they use to play.  Pictured you can see students pushing the ball away 
from their body and towards their partner.  They also realized they pulled the ball in towards 
their bodies as they caught the ball.  Tug-o-war was also a lot of fun to practice pulling against the 
other team.   

Second Grade 

Second graders have been so busy this year. We started the year off exploring with a “trip to the 
moon” by experiencing space as an astronaut! From there we went camping, took a trip through the 
desert, have read about how we can help each other and how history has changed the world we live 
in.  

In addition we’ve been busy building, counting and creating patterns with cubes, counting coins and 
learning about two and three dimensional shapes.  

Science has been filled with fun experiments learning about the different forms of matter using ice 
cubes, gummy bears and eggs to solve problems and investigate experiments through exploration 
and working as a team.  

We are excited to enter our second quarter because there is so much more we will learn.  



Third Grade 

Third grade is off to a great start!  The third grade teachers want to thank all the parents for 
their support with homework and signing planners every night.  It is important that the students con-
tinue to read each night.     

While focusing on our ELA learning goals, we have been reading both fiction and non-fiction 
texts.  Students have been getting a lot of writing practice as they respond to their reading with de-
tails and citing textual evidence from the reading source.        

Every week, students will become more comfortable and fluent in their reading. Students 
should be completing the required assignments from his/her teacher, as well as reading books of 
their choice in both fiction and non-fiction from the library.   

The third graders also enjoyed our trip to Naples-Artis a few weeks ago where we learned all 
about the instruments in an orchestra, as well as enjoyed a dramatic musical reading. We are looking 
forward to continuing to help your child be the best that they can be as they continue their journey 
with us through third grade! 

Fourth Grade 
This year the Vineyards Fourth Grade has welcomed two new teachers and we are thankful to be 
joined by many new students. During the first quarter our students actively demonstrated the steps 
of the Scientific Method by completing various science experiments.  Students formed and then  
tested their hypothesis with observations which ultimately led to conclusions.  In addition to improv-
ing their scientific knowledge, students discovered that learning can also be fun.  All of the teachers 
have been so impressed with the hard working students. We have been busy learning many new 
math concepts, improving our reading and writing skills, and learning about Florida's land and its 
people. It seems like everyone is more engaged in reading and it certainly shows through the enthu-
siasm for our Reading Counts Program.  



Fifth Grade 
      August to October was filled with many exciting learning activities for 5th grade. In Math,      
classes worked on multi-digit multiplication and division strategies, finding volume of 3                
dimensional figures, and order of operations.  We will begin working on addition and subtraction 
of fractions and line plots as we approach the FSA Math Assessment.  
      In Science, Fifth Graders have been learning about the process of science and investigations, 
and Climate, Water Cycle and Weather, including severe weather. Hurricane Matthew was a hot 
topic as it worked its way toward Florida. We are thankful our coast and city were spared!    
      Each class has participated in hands-on science labs while practicing the scientific method, as 
well as continuing to bring in some spectacular monthly STEM projects. The 5th grade teachers are 
amazed at the creativity we are seeing!  
     In conjunction with STEM, all the 5th grades went on a field trip to FGCU for Wings of Hope:   
Panther Posse program.  The program helps teach students about the Florida panther and other 
animals and their significance in our environment.  We have some follow up activities to do with 
our families and another field trip for the 2nd portion of the program in the spring. It was very cool 
interacting with the FGCU college students as they taught us important information!  
     In addition, each class has been working extremely hard on their writing skills with various 
types of writing like Opinion, Narrative, and Explanatory. The FSA Writing Assessment will be in the 
spring.   A great place for parents and students to practice and become familiar with the FSA       
Assessments is to visit the FSA Portal at www.fsassessments.org . This site is a plethora of            
information on the assessments coming up.  Please take time WITH your child to check it out!   
      The 1st Quarter is already over….5th grade has many fun learning experiences ahead as we 
make that final push before the end of 2016!   

HELP WANTED! 

We would love to have you volunteer at Vineyards.  

 It is as easy as 1, 2, 3. 

1.Complete an online application at www.collierschools.com,  

2.be entered into the “Fastpass” system at our front office,  

3.attend a volunteer orientation at Vineyards. 

Any Questions?  Please contact Alysha Duran at (239) 377-8713. 

I pledge to  

come to school  

the Viper way! 

ON TIMEALL DAY 

EVERY DAY! 

I Pledge to be  

Respectful,  

Responsible,  

Peaceful, and a  

Problem-Solver. 

I will be a Be Worthy  

student at Vineyards. 

http://www.fsassessments.org


On the Run with P.E. 

Welcome back!!  Hope everybody had a relaxing and fit summer!!  The K-2 grades have been 
working hard in Physical Education learning their loco motor skills.  Ask your students what a  
loco motor skill is and to tell you some.  We practiced those skills with a fun game called Loco 
Motor Go Fish! They also got to learn and practice the underhand throw while bowling and 
playing knock the block.  Students in grades 3-5 did a small fitness unit using iPad applications 
to do activities and learn more about health, along  with their pre-fitness test.  Only students in 
4/5 grades will be recorded.  Third grade did it for practice. Students will do this fitness test 
again in the Spring to see their improvement!! The test consisted of a PACER test (cardiovascular 
endurance), curl ups (strength/endurance), push-ups (strength/endurance), and shoulder 
stretch (flexibility).  3-5 students just started their bowling/12 min. walk/jog unit!  We also  
started Kids On The Go with students in grades 3-5 (who returned a permission slip) meeting 
two days a week to log miles.  The last mile will be done at GCHS in December!!  So proud of 
these students for showing up each of those mornings!!   

Our Canned Food Drive is underway and we already have a ton of items.  Your child should have   
received a calendar of events for it.  Put it on the frig so you don’t forget!!  On the back is a 
letter with approved items for the drive!!  THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR ALL THE CANS YOUR 
CHILD BRINGS IN!!  IT MEANS A LOT!  This is a great community service project for our            

students!!   

Don’t forget to check our school website for a color copy of our newsletter 

 and other important information! http://www.collierschools.net/ves 

The last day to bring in 

cans will be Nov. 2!! 



Greetings from the Art Room!  

 Greetings from the VES art room!  We have been busy the first grading period using many   
different types of media while learning about the Art Elements of Line and Shape.  Some classes 
have been exploring art criticism and we have all been practicing proper procedures in the art 
room. 

     You can expect artwork to come home every few months.  Art teachers tend to hang on to    
projects to use as displays in the school or art room as well as for county-wide art shows that pop 
up during the year.  I will generally keep artwork until the end of each grading period to make sure 
your child is properly assessed according to the quarterly Visual Art Standards.  If a few months 
have passed and you have not seen any work, please let me know.  It might be that I need to       
return some, the classroom teacher is using it, OR that it has been returned but is not making it 
home.   

     When artwork does come home, please spend a few minutes talking to your child about the 
project.  Tell them what you see—begin by describing the basics, “I see that you used shapes to 
draw a fish. I see that you only used a few colors.  Tell me about how you made this.”  Ask them if 
they like it or if they would change anything.  These are all steps of art criticism (talking about art) 
which promote higher level thinking. 

Artfully Yours, 

Mrs. Powell 

A Note From Mr. Ziegler 
     It has been a great start to our school year.  All the grade levels have been learning or            
reviewing the following concepts:  beat; rhythm; melody; tempo; dynamics and tone color.   

     Also, once again available for VES is the ability to rent guitars for 4th and 5th grade students.  
Mr. Music, Inc., a music store in Ft. Myers, has made guitar rentals available for $21.20 per 
month.  This will give students the freedom to practice at home on their own guitar instead of 
only using the classroom instruments for 50 minutes once a week.  More information on the 
rentals will be available once we begin the guitar lessons with the students. 

     Additionally, the 4th and 5th grade students will be learning to play more percussion as we 
begin our world music drumming unit.  The percussion instruments at VES have been updated 
with approximately 18 new drums and other small rhythmic instruments.  The world music style 
of drumming does not rely upon written music, most of the parts are learned aurally/orally.  This 
allows the student to focus on their sound and gives the music a cyclical feel instead of a linear 
start and stop.    



                             

When Kids Leave You Speechless 

How sad it is that so many young people in our world have come to believe that constant 
manipulation is the best way to get what you want!  
  
Love and Logic offers a very powerful way of breaking kids of this damaging habit. The 
first step involves reminding ourselves that it’s ok if our kids get upset about a limit we 
have set. Sometimes we have to allow our kids to be upset in the short term so that they 
can become responsible and happy in the long term.  
  
The second step requires going “brain dead.” The less we think about what an arguing 
child is saying, the more energy we’ll have at the end of the day. 
  
The third step involves calmly repeating the very same “one-liner,” regardless of what 
the child says. Examples include: 

 What did I say? 

 I love you too much to argue.  

 That’s a good argument, but your last one was better.  

 I argue at 6 a.m. on Saturdays.  

 I know. 

To learn more about parenting kids who love to argue, read the book, Love and Logic Magic: 
When Kids Leave You Speechless.  

Media Center News 

Everyone is enjoying the library’s fresh appearance. We 
have new carpeting, and the shelving was refurbished. 
Students were thrilled when we opened. 
 
We are looking forward to our Fall Book Fair in the      
library in November. The theme is a “Bookaneer: Where 
Books are the Treasure!” Look for flyers with dates and 
opportunities to volunteer coming in your child’s folder 
soon.  
 
Keep on reading! 

 
- Ms. Bolen and Mrs. Fornberg 

http://report.mynewsletterbuilder.com/t.js?s=57cfa9dcf00dcf6a070419bf&u=36825014&v=3&key=2237&skey=834ca6e73d&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loveandlogic.com%2Flove-and-logic-magic-when-kids-leave-you-speechless%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3DMyNewsletterBuilder%
http://report.mynewsletterbuilder.com/t.js?s=57cfa9dcf00dcf6a070419bf&u=36825014&v=3&key=2237&skey=834ca6e73d&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loveandlogic.com%2Flove-and-logic-magic-when-kids-leave-you-speechless%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3DMyNewsletterBuilder%


A Message from our 

 Intervention Support Specialist 

If your student  is struggling to pay attention, stay focused, or be organized with homework? 

Get on target with these tips: 

Set up a homework routine to be followed the same way every day. 

Turn off the TV, video games, radio, etc. in the vicinity – keep a quiet space. 

Use a timer for tasks, and keep intervals short (no more than 5 minutes). 

Provide small rewards (agreed upon with student) when a task is completed with effort. 

Color/highlight important words in a problem or directions. 

Allow a movement break (dance, run, jumping jacks, get the mail, etc.) between tasks. 

Use earphones/headphones to reduce distraction while working. 

Break an assignment into manageable chunks (ex:  fold a page of math problems  into thirds, re-

draw the space for a paragraph as five separate spaces for individual sentences). 

Be flexible with positioning; let your student kneel, stand, or pace a bit as long as work is being 

completed. 

Praise task completion. 

Let student cross off tasks when completed. 

Read directions and non-ELA written information (such as math word problems or science ques-

tions) aloud to help the student focus on the problem, not the reading. 

Allow students to provide a response orally and write it down for them (exactly as they say it – no 

corrections). 

Turn homework into a game (Ex:  Who can write the sentence with the most  adjectives in it in 1 

minute?  Ex: make up a Jeopardy game for science/social studies content.  Ex:  play a matching 

game with spelling or vocabulary words and pictures.) 

Congratulations to Mrs. Roche, Mrs. Wherry, 

and Mrs. Kelly for receiving grants.  These   
teachers were recently surprised by       

Champions for Learning as this foundation 

helped to make their ideas into a reality 
through the  Connect With a Classroom     
program.  It is not too late to help other 

teachers as well.  You are  encouraged to log 

on to their website 
www.eductionforcollier.org and help other 

VES teachers get their grants funded. 



Reading Tips from the Reading Coach 






